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Operation Iraqi Freedom 07-09 

 
As the Missouri National Guard's 
35th Engineer Brigade nears the 
end of its deployment. Soldiers of 
multiple tours are reflecting on the 
changes they’ve seen during their 
service.  
 
Almost 60 percent of the bri-
gade’s Soldiers are on their sec-
ond or even third tour. These vet-
eran Soldiers say they have wit-
nessed massive changes. 
 
“I’m excited to see the change 
that has occurred between my 
three deployments,” said Master 
Sgt. Richard Chappell, of Syra-
cuse. “There is a tremendous dif-
ference between equipment we 
started with and the equipment 

we have now.  There are also big changes in Baghdad - during the first deployment it was 
very trashy. This time, it is much cleaner.  They have running water, more electricity and are 
taking care of themselves more than the last two times.” 
 
Chappell, who works for the Missouri Department of Corrections, spent his first two deploy-
ments patrolling and conducting route clearance operations. The route clearance mission is 
designed to locate and destroy roadside bombs, also known as IEDs.  Now, he is the noncom-
missioned officer in charge of Task Force Iron Claw Academy, which is responsible for train-
ing the units that conduct route clearance missions throughout Iraq.  
 
Staff Sgt. Anthony Goth, of Harrisonville, spent two previous deployments doing construction 
and route clearance. Goth said he has seen major improvements in the Iraqi army. 
 
“In an effort to help the Iraqis provide their own security, some Iraqi Army soldiers have gradu-
ated from the Task Force Iron Claw Academy and have ridden along on several route clear-
ance missions with our troops,” Goth said. “When the Iraqi Army gets the necessary equip-
ment, they will be able to conduct route clearance operations on their own.” 
 
Capt. Brian Sayer, a middle school math teacher in Laquey who is on his second tour, is the 
officer in charge of the academy.  The Iraqi soldiers Sayer trains have made him optimistic 
about the country’s future.   
 
“There are some in the Iraqi government and Iraqi Security Forces who truly believe Iraq can 
be a free, democratic country,” Sayer said. “I think the Iraqi security forces are better, although 
some American soldiers are still skeptical about working with Iraqis.” 

From Right to Left: Capt. Brian Sayer, Staff Sgt. Anthony 
Goth, Lt. Col. John Akers, Master Sgt. Richard Chapell, 
Spc. Jeff Meyer 
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The brigade’s executive officer, Lt. Col. John 
Akers, a concrete finisher from Troy, has 28 
years of military experience. During his first tour 
from 2004-2005, Akers commanded the Mis-
souri Guard’s 1140th Engineer Battalion. Akers 
said he has not only seen improvements in the 
security situation, but in the confidence of the 
civilian population as well. 
 
“There are efforts to clean the streets and there 
is a much greater Iraqi Army and Iraqi Police 
presence in the communities,” Akers said. “The 
Iraqi Army is much more of a professional army 
and I believe they are going to make it.  Many 
businesses are now open and you see a lot of 
children that are attending school. There are lots 
of different food products in the markets as 
well.”  
 
Part of the credit for the security improvements 
goes to the more than 103,000 volunteer local 
fighters - 31,000 of those in Baghdad alone – 
who police their own neighborhoods.  These 
volunteers, known as the Sons of Iraq, include 
former insurgents who have grown disillusioned 
with sectarian violence.    
 
 “The Sons of Iraq are doing a lot of work with 
coalition forces and it appears to be a very good 
thing at the current time,” said Spec. Jeffery 
Meyer, of Perryville. “They are turning over the 
bad guys, and finding IEDs and caches quite 
frequently.” 
 
Meyer, who at home works as an automobile 
collision technician, serves in the brigade’s op-
erations section.  This is his third deployment 
and second to Iraq, where he served previously 
as a crane operator in a bridging unit. 
 
“My impression during my first tour was lots of 
dirt, long days and a society that seemed to be 
uneducated and poor,” said Meyer, who served 
in rural areas during his first tour. “From what I 
can tell, there are ongoing improvements as far 
as electricity, running water, and functioning 
sewers.” 
 
The improvements in security have allowed the 
U.S. military to focus more on restoring public 
services such as water, electricity and sewage 
by working with the Iraqi government.      
 
Still, the engineers know there is a lot of work 
left to be done.  

“We continue to fight some of the same issues; 
mainly the Iraqis’ lack of urgency to set their 
government in place and provide basic services 
for their people,” Akers said.   
 
There still remain some issues needing im-
provement between American and Iraqi forces. 
  
“We need to continue improving working to-
gether as a team with the Iraqi security forces,” 
Chappell said. “American troops need to build 
their trust in the Iraqi soldiers so together we 
can defeat the insurgents and al-Qaida.” 
 
Overall, this has been a very successful deploy-
ment for the brigade.  
 
“The 35th Engineer Brigade has done some 
great things,” Sayer said. “We have a  
better found and cleared rate for IEDs than any-
one thought was possible. We have built every-
thing asked of us and found ways to do it when 
it was thought impossible.” 
 
Part of that success has come from improved 
equipment that has made their dangerous work 
safer.  
 
“I’ve seen changes to the equipment researched 
and developed for our use in this fight, which 
has made great improvements over the stuff we 
had a few years ago,” Sayer said.  “People need 
to know their tax dollars buy us the best equip-
ment available and it has saved many, many 
lives.” 
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As a result of the generosity of many good folks from 
back home, members of the 35th Engineer Brigade 
were recently able to provide some humanitarian as-
sistance to local Iraqi children near Coalition Outpost 
(COP) 342 in Northern Baghdad.  Soldiers from the 
35th Engineer Brigade distributed to Iraqi children, 
many items they had received from caring Missouri 
citizens.   
 
These Soldiers came fully prepared to do their part to 
assist the Iraqi children of this area.  "Humanitarian 
opportunities like today will help our relationship with 
these future Iraqi leaders down the road,” said Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Chad Lynch, Command Sgt. Maj. of 
the 769th Engineer Battalion and native of Gonzales, 
Louisiana.  “I believe these children will remember the 
kindness of Americans later in life.....when they are 

faced with the decision to be with us or against us." 
 
With such generous contributions of shoes and school supplies from our friends and families back 
home, no child went away empty-handed.   
 
“It was very rewarding to see the joy on the 
innocent faces of the Iraqi children as we 
handed out school supplies and shoes,” com-
mented Lt. Col. David Lowe, Command Judge 
Advocate of the 35th Engineer Brigade from 
Dixon, Missouri.  “I was honored to extend the 
good will of the concerned Missourians who 
donated these items.” 
 
The Soldiers of the 35th Engineer Brigade 
have been heavily involved in many critical 
construction and route clearance missions 
throughout Baghdad.  These missions are im-
proving the safety and security of Iraq and, 
along with humanitarian missions, improve 
America’s relationship with the Iraqi people.  
 
Lt. Col. Lowe expressed that not only were the children excited about their gifts, their “parents were very 
grateful” as well.  “They showed their appreciation by inviting us into their home for tea and fellowship.” 

Two Iraqi boys who 
received shoes  

Iraqi boy tries on new 
shoes 

Command Sgt. Maj. Chad Lynch with Iraqi 
children  

Iraqi children stand in line to receive school sup-
plies and shoes 

Lt. Col. Lowe hands out school supplies to Iraqi chil-
dren 

Generosity Pays Big Dividends in Iraq 
By Capt. Kelly Parker  
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The 35th Engineer Brigade, which is part of the 
Missouri National Guard, arrived in Baghdad 
September 2007 and assumed responsibility for 
providing engineering support throughout the 
Multi-National Division – Baghdad operational 
environment. The brigade’s mission was spe-
cialized – encompassing route-clearance patrols 
as well as horizontal and vertical construction. 
 
With assumption of this responsibility, the bri-
gade’s Soldiers began forging a relationship that 
would blossom into a full partnership with the 
6th Iraqi Army Division engineers.  
 
Brig. Gen. Michael Pace, a West Plains, Mo., 
native, and commander of the 35th Eng. Bde., 
said he understood the importance of establish-
ing and developing this relationship without de-
lay.“I immediately realized the tremendous 
benefit, which could be derived by working to-
gether and sharing experience and information,” 
said Pace.  
 
The teamwork was developed and fostered over 
the course of time which, ultimately, assisted the 
brigade’s understanding of the 6th IA Div. engi-
neers operational and training capabilities to 
perform similar types of missions for the Iraqi 
populace.  
 
The partnership led to collaborative training be-
tween both organizations, resulting in both units 
learning from each other. The units regularly 
perform joint missions, thus  illustrating the de-
sire to work together to protect the Baghdad 
citizens from threats while building a safe, se-
cure environment for all to live. 
 
Among the many missions the brigade was re-
sponsible for included joint route-clearance pa-
trols in which the MND-B Soldiers and ISF 
hunted, identified and destroyed improvised-
explosive devices. The 107th Engineer Battal-
ion, which is part of the Michigan National 
Guard, was responsible for the route-clearance 
mission under the 35th Eng. Bde.  
 
“These initial joint route-clearance missions be-
tween the 6th IA Div. and (35th Eng. Bde.) were 
important for giving them the tools and knowl-
edge needed to do the mission. It gave them 
confidence to be able to do the mission.” said Lt.  

Col. Bud Degrote, a Grand Rapids, Mich., na-
tive, and commander of the 107th Eng. Bn. “It 
gave us the confidence they could do the mis-
sion – a mission that is welcomed and integral 
to the future IED fight once they are fully re-
sourced. The 6th IA Div. Soldiers showed great 
eagerness to learn and showed great pride in 
doing their mission”.  
 
The 769th Engineer Battalion, from the Louisi-
ana National Guard, worked alongside the 6th 
IA Div. engineers during joint vertical and hori-
zontal missions, which included concrete work, 
electrical engineering, surveying and carpentry.  
 
As the 35th Eng. Bde. prepares to depart Bagh-
dad, the relationships fostered between com-
rades of different nations, united under a com-
mon goal, will continue strong. 
 
“I have been an Engineer for 30 years, but the 
last five years have been the happiest of my life 
because being an Engineer is now about re-
building instead of destruction,” said Col. Ah-
med, the 6th IA Div. chief engineer. “You will be 
a part of our history. We appreciate your sacri-
fice of leaving your families to come here to help 
us.” 

Engineers Complete Partnership 
By Capt. Jeff Crane 

Master Sgt. Richard Chappell teaches troop 
movement to 6th Iraqi Army Soldiers 

Chief Warrant Officer Four Gary Hanks with 
6th Iraqi Army soldier. 
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A Message from Muleskinner 6... 
 
Dear Families and Friends of Soldiers of the 35th Engineer Brigade, 
 
        Greetings everyone from Baghdad!!  I hope everyone is doing well 
back home.  We are preparing for our Transfer of Authority (TOA) and re-
turn home while still supporting the current fight.  We have been extremely 
busy with our mission in addition to welcoming, teaching and sharing the 
operational workload with the unit replacing us.  We call this process the 
“Right-Seat/Left-Seat Ride.”   
        We are sharing our lessons learned with our replacements as they 
begin to take over the day-to-day operations.  On the day of TOA, we turn 
the reins of our command over to our replacements and prepare to head 
out the next day.  We are confident that we will leave Theater during the 
last week of May.   
        In closing, I want to express to all of you how much I appreciate your 
Soldiers and the great job they have done during this deployment!!  You can be assured they were all 
very professional in the performance of their duties and truly made a difference here in Iraq.  Most im-
portantly, however, I want to thank the spouses and families of our Soldiers.  Without your unwavering 
support, we could not have performed at the level we did.  I look forward to seeing all of you when we 
return home but, for now, I’ll just say, “Thank You.”  You all are true American Patriots!! 
        Please find below the sequence of events and policy for our return so you know what to expect.  
The main focus is the initial welcome home, the demobilization process, and the time after leaving Fort 
Leonard Wood (FLW), our demobilization site.   
        Here is the PLAN of what will happen but it is always subject to change:  There will be the arrival 
day (DAY 0), the demobilization period (DAY 1-5), the Home Station period (DAY 6-8), and then the 
Soldier’s leave time which will vary from Soldier to Soldier depending on how much leave he or she has 
earned and used or sold.  This also includes those who have administrative leave time (PDMRA) coming 
to them. 
 
DAY 0  
 
        Unit flies to USA – Families should not travel to the arrival airport site as we will not be here very 
long.  Upon our arrival we have to account for all sensitive items such as weapons and baggage.  We 
will then bus the entire company to FLW which is about two hours away.   
        Arrival at FLW – Depending on the time of day the busses will stop at the barracks so the Soldiers 
can account and download their gear from the baggage truck.  This will be a short time and then we will 
bus to Nutter Field House where the official Welcome Home ceremony will be conducted and our unit 
officially welcomed back by the FLW post commander or his representative and the Adjutant General of 
Missouri or his representative.  This ceremony will be fairly short, maybe 20 minutes total.  Soldiers will 
then be released to their families for the remainder of the day (DAY 0). 
        The first formation the next day (DAY 1) will be very early around 6:45 a.m. at the armory to start 
the demobilization (demob) process; the exact time will be announced that evening.  This will be the 
case regardless what day of the week it is; weekday or weekend, or whatever time we arrive at FLW.  I 
recommend Soldiers stay close to FLW on the evening of DAY 0.  If by chance we arrive after midnight 
the first formation time will be moved back to about 1:00 p.m.   
 
DAY 1- 4 
 
        Families should avoid their Soldier during the day as the focus is on demobilization. Expect DAY 1 
and 2 to run long each day; maybe until 9:00 or 10:00 p.m. each night.  The morning will be early as 
well.  At the end of the day the families may see their Soldier on-post or off-post and the Soldier may 
spend the night with his/her family though lodging will NOT be paid for by the government either on-post 
or off-post.  Lodging is the families’ responsibility unless the Soldier stays in the barracks with the unit. 
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DAY 5 
      
        This is the planned last day of demob.  Tentatively, we plan to conduct the Freedom Salute cere-
mony at the Engineer Museum sometime that morning; more on that once we are at FLW.   
 
DAY 6-8 
      
        This is the Home Station period which is used for equipment storage and other events at the unit’s 
home station (armory).  Since we are already at our home station the unit will PROBABLY be put on 
PASS for those three days after the DAY 5 Freedom Salute ceremony though that decision will be made 
during the demob time period. 
        The official notification of dates and times of our return will be sent by the company commander to 
Mrs. Cindy Harding the Family Readiness Group Leader (FRG).  Any information provided by other 
sources is not official and is probably not accurate.  Families should use your FRG for any questions or 
concerns and Soldiers will use the chain of command. 
        Thank you again for your support.  I look forward to seeing each of you upon our return in less than 
two weeks. 
       
        
 

MICHAEL B. PACE  
Brigadier General, USA 
Commanding  

A Message from Muleskinner 9... 
         
        No Task Too Large – The 35th Engineer Brigade took this motto into 
the fight and, without question, lived up to its bravado.  The successes of 
the Brigade were seen throughout the city, suburbs, and surrounding rural 
areas of Baghdad.  Achieving that success took monumental effort from 
every Soldier throughout our deployment. 
        Teamwork was key to our success during Operation Iraqi Freedom 
(OIF 07-09). That teamwork was forged by leadership, talent, hard work, 
and a tenacious desire to prevail.  In addition to our Soldiers at Camp Lib-
erty, the team also included our Family Readiness Group, and the many 
individuals and groups that went above and beyond to support the Soldiers 
of this Brigade. 
        We arrived in Baghdad September 1st with the mission of improving 
the quality of life and safety of the Soldiers of Multi-National Division-
Baghdad (MND-B).  The 769th Engineer Battalion (construction) and 107th 
Engineer Battalion (route clearance) were each exceptional in support of that mission. The Brigade was 
comprised of Soldiers from eight states, each fully committed to proving there truly is...No Task Too 
Large. 
        I truly thank everyone involved in this deployment.  The families have been tremendous and the 
Soldiers set the standard expected from the Missouri Army National Guard. 
 
 
 
 
 RAY D. HARDING 
 CSM, USA 
 Command Sergeant Major 
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Muleskinners’ Final Sapper Call 
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Muleskinner Awards 

Sgt. John Blair receives the Milli-
nery Award certificate for over 
1000 Days of active duty service 
in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom/Operation Enduring 
Freedom 

Spc. Dustin Patrick receives an Army Commen-
dation Medal and a Certificate of Appreciation 
for being the 35th Engineer Brigade Soldier of 
the Year 

Spc. Nicholas Zamniak receives an Army 
Achievement Medal for being selected as 
the 35th Engineer Brigade Soldier of the 
Quarter 

Maj. David Goodwin receives the Super 
Sapper Award for exceptional performance 
in support of the 35th Engineer Brigade mis-
sion 

Sgt. 1st Class Bruce Buscher receives the Su-
per Sapper Award for outstanding service as 
the Personal Security Detail Non-
Commissioned Officer in Charge 

Staff Sgt. Anthony Goth receives 
the Millinery Award certificate for 
over 1000 Days of active duty 
service in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom/Operation Enduring 
Freedom  

Master Sgt. Richard Chappell 
also  received the Millinery 
Award certificate for over 
1000 Days of active duty ser-
vice in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom/Operation En-
during Freedom, but was un-
able to attend due to mission 
requirements  
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Muleskinner Musings  

Lt. Col. Bobby Jones takes  
quality assurance checks to a 
new...um...low. 

Maj. Jay Gann poses with his most 
fearsome bodyguard Staff Sgt. 
Kevin “The Bruiser” Zimmerman. 
Maj. Gann was overheard saying, “I 
never leave home without him!” 

“Here...put just one 
more picture of this 
big ol’ head in The 
Muleskinner,” said 
Master Sgt. Mary St 
George as she grabbed 
Lt. Col. David Lowe 
around the neck. 
“Would you like it on a 
silver platter?” 

Lt. Cdr. Mike Smith catchin’ some 
ZZZZs during the evening update 
briefing  
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Iraq: “The Cradle of Civilization” 
By Sgt. Jake Boswell 

Iraq was once known as Mesopotamia, which in 
Greek means "between the rivers." Historians 
now refer to Mesopotamia as “the cradle of civi-
lization.” This land between the Tigris and Eu-
phrates rivers was fertile enough to allow no-
madic people to settle into an agrarian society 
and establish a permanent settlement. Current 
day Iraq was home to Sumer, the first of these 
civilizations. Over time the Sumerians lost their 
power in Mesopotamia and were taken over by 
other cultures. However, collectively these cul-
tures were responsible for many historical 
“firsts.” 
 
The Mesopotamian cultures were responsible 
for the first written language (cuneiform); and 
the first forms of science, mathematics, laws 
(Hammurabi’s Code), and philosophies. These 
“firsts” created the foundation for all civilizations 
and their development through the ages.  

Soldiers Observe Women’s History Month   
By Pfc. Samantha Schultz  - Multi-National Division Baghdad Public Affairs 

In recognition of the history, accomplishments and contributions of women 
throughout American society, the 4th Infantry Division, Multi-National Division – 
Baghdad, sponsored a celebration of Women’s History Month at the DeFleury 
Dining Facility, March 27. 
 
Soldiers serving with the 35th Engineer Brigade, which supports MND-B, hosted 
the event, which had the theme “Women’s Art: Women’s Vision” and focused on 
the great female writers, actresses and other artists, from the birth of our nation 
through modern times. 
 
Soldiers, both women and men, gathered during their lunch hour to share history, 
stories, poems and songs made timeless by female Americans. One Soldier 
shared a poem by Cathay Williams, which tells a tale about an ex-slave woman 
who went on to fight in the Civil War as a buffalo Soldier. 
 
Another sang popular songs with the 4th Inf. Div. band, including Aretha Frank-

lin’s “Respect” while the audience ate lunch. 
 
There was even a trivia game, presented by Lt. Col. Mary Henry, a native of Wilmington, Del., who 
serves as the deputy officer in charge of the 4th Inf. Div., MND-B reconciliation cell. Henry challenged 
the audience to answer questions about past and present influential female artists, with the promise of a 
chocolate prize to the participant with the most correct answers. 
 
In addition to fun and games, the event addressed the sacrifices women have made to secure a brighter 
future for everyone. 

Capt. Maureen 
Wells at the 
Women’s History 
Day Ceremony  
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Lt. Col. David Lowe, from Dixon, Mo., shared a 
brief history of women serving in the U.S. mili-
tary. From the Civil War in the 1860s to today’s 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, women have been 
taking an active part in military operations. 
 
“Generations of women have fought in the mili-
tary services, with each generation changing the 
roles of women in the service,” said Lowe, who 
serves as the command judge advocate for the 
35th Eng. Bde. 
 
According to the Department of Defense’s most 
recent count, there were 201,575 women serv-
ing on active duty in various branches of the 
modern military in 2006. 
 
Of all the women in the service today, there are 
currently more than 2,500 female Soldiers serv-
ing with MND-B in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, said Command Sgt. Maj. John Gioia, 
the senior enlisted leader for the 4th Inf. Div. 
and MND-B. 
 
The female leaders of today’s military seem to 
have come a long way since masquerading as 
men during the Civil War. 
 
“This month, we honor the extraordinary women 
of our Nation’s past and recognize the countless 
women who are demonstrating leadership in 
every aspect of American life,” said President 
George W. Bush in a presidential proclamation 
signed March 10, declaring the month as  
Women’s History Month. 
 
Whatever a woman chooses to do – whether it’s 
represent her nation, work for a corporation, 
write a book or simply create a comfortable 
home for her family – it is the hope of MND-B 
and the U.S. that women and men will take the 
month of March to reflect and celebrate the 
changes womankind has brought to our nation 
throughout its history.  

Back Row: Master Sgt. Mary St George, Capt. Seth Nelson, 
Capt. Maureen Wells, Sgt. Reinaldo Colon-Burgos, Sgt. Maj. 
William Porter; Front Row: Staff Sgt. Lisa Linthicum, Maj. 
Terri Roth, Sgt. Sayanara Soth, Staff Sgt. Diana Eberharter, 
Sgt. Mario Campa 

Maj. Terri Roth speaks at the Women’s History 
Month Ceremony 

Women’s History Month Fun Run 

4th Inf. Div. Band performs at the 
Women’s History Month Ceremony 
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In Honor of our Fallen Heroes 
Sgt. David Eugene Lambert was born in Richlands, Virginia to Howard and Mary Lam-
bert on November 9, 1967. He graduated from Richlands High School in 1985 and went 
on to attend Southwest Virginia Community College. He was pursuing a degree in Crimi-
nal Justice at Bluefield College and was a soldier in the 237th Engineer Company. 
 
David had a passion for sports, especially football. He loved God and his Country. David 
had no children of his own but raised several foster children.  David and his fiancé 
Heather planned to marry upon his return from Iraq. David  served his community for the 
past 11 years as a corrections officer at Keen Mountain State Penitentiary. 

Sgt. David Eugene Lambert is survived by his father Howard Lambert, mother Mary 
Lambert, sister Missy Wheeler and his fiancé Heather Spencer.  

Pvt. 1st Class Adam Lee Marion was born on January 19, 1982 in Mount Airy, 
North Carolina. He earned his high school diploma from Surry Central High in 
Dobson, North Carolina on June 1, 2000 and enrolled in Surry Community Col-
lege in Dobson, North Carolina on August 1, 2000 seeking an Associate’s Degree 
in Criminal Justice. Private First Class Marion was a soldier in the 171st Engineer 
Company. 
 
He was a deeply religious man, frequently attending worship services and Bible 
studies with his fellow Soldiers. His faith inspired him, and allowed him to inspire 
his fellow Soldiers during their daily tasks in the Route Clearance mission. Private 
First Class Marion will always be remembered as a model of selfless service, 
honor, integrity, and personnel courage. He will be greatly missed. 
 
Pvt. 1st Class Marion is survived by his father Donnie Lee Marion, his mother 
Pamela Jean Marion, and his older sister Andrin Leigh Marion McCann who re-
side in Mount Airy, North Carolina. 

Nov 9, 1967– 
Oct 25, 2008 

Jan 19, 1982– Apr 28, 
2008 

Staff Sgt. Jonathan Michael Forde was born in Fairfax Virginia on January 23, 
1981. After attending Gonzaga College High School in Washington, D.C. he then 
attended James Madison University in 2000 and later Virginia Commonwealth 
University in 2001. Staff Sergeant Forde was a member of the 237th Engineer 
Company.  
 
Staff Sgt. Forde is survived by his mother Kathrin Cosby, his step father Taylor 
Cosby and his girlfriend Brandy Carter. 

Sgt. Derek Raymond Banks was born in Hampton, Virginia on January 7, 
1983. Derek graduated from Bethel High School in 2001, where he was a 
football star. He loved sports and excelled in basketball and football. Upon 
graduation, he earned a scholarship to Alabama A&M, and later chose to 
attend Virginia State University where he met several members of the 
237th Engineer Company. 
 
Sgt. Banks is survived by his wife Sheenia, his son Derek Jr. , his mother 
D. Rene Pearson, his step-father Carl Pearson and his two sisters Britney 
and Whitney Pearson.  Jan 7, 1983—Nov 14, 2007 

Jan 23, 1981— Aug 13, 2007 
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A FINAL RECOGNITION OF ALL OUR FALLEN HEROES 

Sgt. Matthew Straughter  
February 1, 1980— 
January 31, 2008 

Staff Sgt. Bradley Skelton 
July 29, 1967—  

February 6, 2008 

Staff Sgt. Jeremiah McNeal 
November 16, 1984— 

April 6, 2008 

Sgt. David Lambert 
November 9, 1967 –  

October 25, 2008 

Sgt . Terrell Gilmore 
September 27, 1969 –   

March 30, 2008 

Pfc. Adam Marion 
January 19, 1982–   

April 28, 2008 Sgt. Derek Banks 
January  7, 1983— 
November 14, 2007 

Staff Sgt. Jonathan Forde  
January 23, 1981—  

August 13, 2007 
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“THE MULESKINNER” is a publi-
cation focused on the Soldiers of the 
35th Engineer Brigade (a.k.a. Muleskin-
ners) and its engineer mission while 
deployed to Iraq in Support of Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom.  The purpose of 
this publication is to keep our loved 
ones and friends at home informed 
about the Muleskinners in a combat 
environment.  THE MULESKINNER 
will be produced exclusively by Mule-
skinner Soldiers to ensure accurate 
reporting and authentic information.   

“THE MULESKINNER” is organ-
ized and edited by the Muleskinner’s 
Command Judge Advocate, Lt. Col. 
David Lowe, and his cohort in crime, 
fellow Judge Advocate, Capt. Kelly 
Parker.  Paralegal Sgt. Jake Boswell 
provides technical assistance by over-
seeing the layout and design. It is our 
genuine desire to provide timely, in-
sightful, and entertaining information to 
our readers. 

Baghdad Weather for the Week of May 19, 2008 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

           

Hi: 101 
  
Low: 79 

Hi: 101 
  
Low: 78 

Hi: 103 
  
Low: 75 

Hi: 105 
  
Low: 77 

Hi: 106 
  
Low: 79 

Hi: 108 
  
Low: 80 

Hi: 106 
  
Low: 77 

Deployment Countdown  

“FREEDOM ISN’T FREE” 

The Muleskinners have 
completed 97 percent of 
their deployment. We’re 
anxiously awaiting our re-
turn home in less than 
two weeks!! 

A FAREWELL MESSAGE FROM THE MULESKINNER STAFF — 
 
It’s been our honor and privilege to provide friends and family a glimpse 
into the lives of the Muleskinners serving in a combat environment.  We 
have also tried to inject some humor, perhaps unsuccessfully, into each 
issue.  With information and humor as our foundation, we sincerely hope 
we have brought honor to each of our Soldiers no matter the job they 
were assigned or the rank upon their chest.  We are proud to be associ-
ated with each of the Soldiers of the 35th Engineer Brigade...we are proud 
to forever be MULESKINNERS. 
 
      Respectfully, 
 
      Lt. Col. David Lowe 
      Capt. Kelly Parker 
      Sgt. Jake Boswell 


